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According to the Statistical Office of Estonia there were 1591 children 

In Estonia who used shelter services in year 2002 and the main reasons of staying there were being outside after 23 o’clock, domestic situation and drug abuse.

In year 2002 the number of children brought to shelter by police because of being outside after 23 o’clock, formed 30,7%. That fact is very alarming when looked from standpoint of children’s social risk factors. 

In years 2001-2002 from all children who turned to shelters all over Estonian, one-third that is 32% formed the same reason - being outside after 23 o’clock. 

Second alarming fact is fast-growing number of children who use drugs.

Comparing to four last years, from year 1999 the number of children who came to shelters because of using drugs has risen, whereby in year 2002 the rate was 2,5 times higher compared to previous year.

This paper will give an overview of children who used Tallinn Children Support Center’s Shelter services in year 2002. The statistics reflects the situation of children who stayed in the shelter, including the reasons and ways of coming to shelter, data about their educational level, family consistence, living place a.s.o. 

Different comparisons and analyses made by the data of Tallinn Children Support Center’s Shelter have helped to create associations and make conclusions about the children who used shelter services.

Further connection with society and those children depends importantly on efficiency of functioning of the network outside family – established support systems of governmental and local level; prevention work and network of child care specialists.

Consequently general data of children (all together 393) who used Tallinn Children Support Center’s Shelter services: in year 2002 there were at most children aged 13 years old - 18,1% and 14 years old 16,5%.

The age group 13-14 years old formed 35%, 15-16 years old formed 22% and 11-12 years old 15%. 7-8 years old children were 3% and 4-6 years old were 5%.

Table 1. Age of children who were in TCSC’s Shelter in year 2002

	Age
	Number
	%

	4
	9
	2,3

	5
	4
	1,0

	6
	6
	1,5

	7
	6
	1,5

	8
	5
	1,3

	9
	13
	3,3

	10
	13
	3,3

	11
	36
	9,2

	12
	25
	6,4

	13
	71
	18,1

	14
	65
	16,5

	15
	44
	11,2

	16
	44
	11,2

	17
	37
	9,4

	18
	15
	3,8

	Total
	393
	100,0


Figure 1. Age of children who were in TCSC’s Shelter in year 2002
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On basis of gender differences 70% of children who stayed in shelter in year 2002 were boys and 30% were girls.

Figure 2. Gender distribution of children in the shelter 
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On basis of ethnical differences 54,3% of children who stayed in shelter in year 2002 were Russians, 35,3% were Estonians and 10,4% were from other nationality.

Figure 3. Ethnical distribution of children in the shelter
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By statistics of educational institutions where children were going during their stay in the shelter we can bring forth two different indicators. Following table gives an overview of children’s official school attendance – child has started to study in some educational institution and goes to school. In year 2002 8,4% of children who stayed in the shelter didn’t go to school at all.

Table 2. Educational institutions where children were going during their stay in the shelter

	
	Number 
	                  %

	Primary school
	251
	64,2

	Special boarding school
	53
	13,6

	Doesn’t go to school
	33
	8,4

	Vocational school
	23
	5,9

	Unknown
	22
	5,6

	Kindergarten
	4
	1,0

	Goes to work
	3
	0,8

	High school
	2
	0,5

	Total
	391
	100,0

	Unanswered
	2
	

	Total
	393
	


Figure 4 shows children’s educational level during their stay in the shelter. Indicators are based on children’s questioning by shelter workers, when they aimed to get the information in which class child   attended to. By the answers of children 10,5% didn’t go to school at all. 17,1% of children attended in 4th class follows 6th class (15,1%) and 5th class (10,2%). Only 5,4% of children attended to primary school’s last class. And 2,3% of children who stayed in the shelter in year 2002 were 
Going to I course.
Figure 4. Educational level of children in the shelter
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Almost half of children 45,8% that used shelter service lived according to their words together with mother and father. 28% lived with mother and 3,1% lived in children’s home.

Figure 5. The composition of families, considering adults who lived together with the child
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Half of the children (49,4%) who used TCSC shelter service were living in Tallinn and 12,2% were living in Kohtla-Järve and Narva City. 5,1% of children from Pärnu and Tartu City used shelter service in year 2002. 14,8% of children came from country sides and 13% from other cities.

Figure 6. Permanent place of residence of children
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During the month 43% of children used shelter service for 1 day, 10,7% for 2 days and 6,1% for 3 days. At the same time 5,3% of children stayed in shelter for 30 days per month. After 1-day-staying, 22,9% of children used shelter service for 2-5 days, follows 21-31 days - 13,2%.

Table 3. Conclusion of days spent in shelter in groups
	
	Number
	%

	1 day
	169
	43,0

	2-5 days
	90
	22,9

	6-10 days
	39
	9,9

	11-20 days
	43
	10,9

	21-31 days
	52
	13,2

	Total
	393
	100,0


Mostly child turned 1 time to TCSC shelter service (76,4%) during a month, 11,8% of children turned 2 times during a month.
Table 4. Number of turns spent in shelter during a month
	
	Number
	%

	1
	253
	76,4

	2
	39
	11,8

	3
	15
	4,5

	4
	10
	3,0

	5
	7
	2,1

	6
	3
	0,9

	7
	1
	0,3

	9
	1
	0,3

	10
	1
	0,3

	13
	1
	0,3

	Total
	331
	100,0

	Unanswered (hasn’t stayed 2 times)
	62
	

	 
	393
	


In most cases children were brought to the shelter by police, which constitute 59,6% of all cases. Also 2nd time in month when children come to the shelter the way of coming remained the same - police brought 83,3% of children to the shelter.
Table 5. The way of coming to the shelter (1st time in month)
	 
	Number
	%

	Came alone
	71
	18,5

	Some adult brought 
	9
	2,3

	Police brought
	229
	59,6

	First aid, fire company brought
	2
	0,5

	Child care worker, shelters worker brought 
	22
	5,7

	Came with mother 
	44
	11,5

	Total
	383
	100,0

	Unanswered
	16
	

	Total
	393
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Figure 7. Distribution of the age of children by the ways of coming to the shelter (%)

Mainly the reason of coming to the shelter was being outside after 23, that constitute one-third, that’s 30,7% of all cases in year 2002 (that is in accordance with data in Estonia overall), whereby the named reason has risen compared with previous year. 

When in all Estonian shelters drug abuse was rising as the reason of staying in shelters in previous year, than in TCSC shelter the named problem has remained almost the same during two years period (10% of all staying in year 2002). But these numbers doesn’t refer to stabilization of adolescent drug-abusers apprehended by police in Tallinn. In year 2002 there was an opportunity to direct children with apparent signs of drug abuse to Tallinn Children Hospital, to department for children and adolescents drugusers. Children who didn’t have a place to live constitute 16,6% of all cases of staying in shelter. These risk group children are closely related to their families great socialisation risks. 

Special attention and immediate prevention work is needed when dealing with children who need shelter’s service several times a year.

83,3% of children were brought to shelter second time by police and   

16,7% of children turned themselves. 30,1% of cases the reason was beeing outside after 23:00 o’clock and 28,8% were under clue or drug dose.

Tabel 6. The reason of coming to the shelter (1st time in month)
	
	arv
	%

	beeing outside after 23
	111 
	30,7

	hasn’t got a living place
	60
	16,6

	run away from home
	55
	15,2

	under clue or drug dose
	36
	10,0

	missed transportation
	26
	7,2

	unknown reason 
	22
	6,1

	delinquency
	17
	4,7

	stealing
	13
	3,6

	begging
	9
	2,5

	sleeping in public place
	7
	1,9

	beeing drunk
	4
	1,1

	beeing with drug-dealer
	1
	0,3

	total
	361
	100,0

	unanswered
	32
	

	total
	393
	


Children’s leaving from shelter or directing them further gives important information about children with social riskfactors. According to tabel 7 
39,5% of children goes home or to relatives place from shelter. 12,5% 

leaves without permission. The shelter’s workers do not have the rights to hold them. Only 9,2% of children were directed further to Centre for Children at Risk, which is special centre for drug addicted children, because of using psychoactive drugs (alcohol, drugs), in year 2002.

Tabel 7. Leaving from shelter – where children go
	went where
	number
	%

	home
	139
	35,4

	stayed in shelter
	81
	20,6

	left without allowance
	49
	12,5

	left with allowance
	45
	11,5

	to children’s home
	36
	9,2

	to police
	20
	5,1

	to relatives place
	16
	4,1

	to special boarding school
	4
	1,0

	to hospital
	3
	0,8

	total
	393
	100,0


Figure 8. Leaving from shelter – where children go
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Also we have done statistics that shows the relation of ethnicity and reasons of children stayed in the shelter; gender distribution of children by main ways of coming to the shelter; age distribution of children by main reasons of staying in the shelter; nationality distribution of children by main reasons of their staying in the shelter. All this is available in completed English version.
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